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“As Elisabeth Elliot was about
to undertake a journey to share
the gospel with the tribe that had
killed her husband she said, ‘I
placed myself in (God’s) hands,
saying that if he wanted to give
me a part in reaching the Aucas,
I was ready. I had noticed throughout the Bible
that, when God asked a man to do something,
methods, means, materials, and specific directions
were always provided. The man had one thing
to do: obey.’ Students can trust the Lord that he
will also make the path clear to them when they
determine in their hearts to obey. If the Lord has
led them to go, then he will not neglect the means
to bring them there.”
Erin Shaw

instructor of women’s ministry
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Anna Dembowski, Editor-in-Chief; Emily Day, Arts &
Entertainment Editor; Kjersti Fry, Campus News Editor;
Jen Taggart, Off-Campus News Editor; Jon Gallardo,
Sports Editor & Just Sayin’ Columnist; Amy Radwanski,
Digital Editor; Victoria Boward, Advertising Director;
Josh Burris, Multimedia; Grace Countryman, Graphics;
Jeff Gilbert, Faculty Adviser

Send your suggestions of who you would like to hear from
in next month’s Ministry Moment to cedars@cedarville.edu
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Cedars Named Best College
Newspaper for 4th Straight Year

Follow us on
social media!
CedarsatCU

by Staff

C

edars won the general excellence award for the fourth straight year as the best college newspaper in its division of the Ohio Newspaper Association’s annual contest. Cedars won eight awards in seven different categories to accumulate the most points in Division
B to win the Frank E. Deaner Award for Excellence in College Journalism.
Five Division B schools submitted entries in the contest’s 10 categories. Division B included schools with 9,999 or fewer students. This
year marked the first time college newspapers were divided according to student enrollment. In previous years, the two collegiate divisions
have been split between daily and non-daily newspapers. The contest awards first, second and third place in each category.
The Ohio State University’s “Lantern” received the general excellence award in Division A.

Jeff Gilbert/Cedars

First Place

Seniors Jon Gallardo (left) and Anna
Dembowski (right) accept the Frank E. Deaner
Award for Excellence in College Journalism
from Frank Deaner (center) at the annual
Ohio Newspaper Association Convention in
Columbus Feb. 17.

Website: ReadCedars.com earned best
website for the second year in a row.
Design: a package including November
2014, February 2015 and April 2015
editions
Photojournalism: photos by Jillian Philyaw
and Tianle (David) Li
Headline writing: “Peeling back the
SCAB,” “No Time Like the Present,” and
“The FBI: Where Dreams Come True“
Multimedia: Emily Paul’s video telling
Melinda Pinkerton’s story of battling NF2

Second Place

@CedarsAtCU
@CedarsAtCU
www.ReadCedars.com

This semester, Cedars is celebrating
110 years since student news began
at Cedarville in 1906. Hear from Cedars’ alumni, and keep up with throwback posts on social media.

Where are Cedars’ alumni now?
Jennifer (Jones) Ross ‘93

Arts & Entertainment: Dominique
Jackson’s Student Spotlight on Nathan
Price

Stay-at-home wife/mother and owner of small business

Third Place

Position at the time:

Arts & Entertainment: three entries by
Nate Spanos (Student Spotlights on Kyria
Luxon, Joseph Vadala and Simon Yeh)

Major:

Broadcast Journalism
Copy Editor (sophomore year), Editor-in-Chief (junior &
senior years)

What word of advice would you give to current
students?

Seek out experiences rather than obsess over perfect
grades. Ultimately, the real world doesn’t care about straight A’s.

This month on the
(Re) Sound-Off wall tell
us about the things and
people you love!
February 2016

Resound Radio

How did your experience with Cedars help you grow professionally or personally?
Experience with Cedars gave me an eye for details, a confidence in my ability to lead
a group toward an end goal, practice in project management and delegating, and a
passion for truth in reporting.

What is your favorite kind of cereal?
(Re) Sound-Off Wall

A warm bowl of oatmeal with blueberries and walnuts is worlds better than a cold bowl
of cereal any day.
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graphic by Grace Countryman

Cedarville Politics Ramp Up For Election Season

by Kjersti Fry

Turning Point USA
Founded in June 2012, Turning Point
USA is a national non-profit organization
whose mission is “to identify, educate,
train, and organize students to promote the
principles of fiscal responsibility, free markets, and limited government.” Since the
organization’s founding, already over 1,000
college campuses in America have student
chapters.
The Cedarville chapter of Turning Point
USA began in 2014 under the leadership of
Morgan Bergoon, Cedarville alumna and
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T

he campaigns, debates, primaries
and caucuses across America are
clear signs that election season is
here – and not just any election, but a presidential election.
Cedarville students are experiencing
some of this hype as two student organizations, Turning Point USA and College Republicans, work tirelessly to bring politics
into the spotlight on campus.
The Cedarville chapter of Turning Point
USA was named “Chapter of the Month” by
Turning Point USA for February 2016. The
organization said on its website of the Cedarville chapter, “Demonstrating campus
activism at its finest, the chapter actively
participates in Turning Point USA’s National Initiatives with gusto and their own
personal flair.” The Cedarville chapter was
awarded a $100 grant for its activism.

Cedarville students attend a debate-watching party, hosted by Turning Point USA and College Republicans, in the Recital Hall earlier this
semester.
former field director for the campus org.
Caleb Hull, a junior IT management
major at Cedarville, became field director of
the Cedarville chapter in January 2016 after
Bergoon graduated. Hull said he realized
during his freshman year that many of his
friends were choosing neither to vote nor to
register to vote.
He said he also realized that liberal media dominates today’s culture, especially for
the younger generation. These factors influenced him to get involved with politics at

Cedarville, he said.
“As a college student, especially as a
Christian, it’s important to become involved
for several different reasons,” Hull said.
Cedarville’s Turning Point USA team
is currently working to start a chapter at
Wright State University. Cedarville students
travel to Wright State and set up a table on
campus every Tuesday for up to four hours,
talking to students about becoming involved
with Turning Point USA. Hull said the Cedarville team has already made 150 contacts

at Wright State, and the chapter is working
to become registered as an organization at
the University of Dayton as well.
Hull said Turning Point USA works to
impact the millennial generation in a meaningful way. Most college-aged students receive biased political information, primarily
dominated by liberal thought, Hull said.
“They only hear one side from their
professors, and it’s very biased,” Hull said.
“The goal of Turning Point is to reach millennials in a way that really speaks to them.”
February 2016

College Republicans
However, Turning Point USA is not
alone in its efforts at Cedarville.
According to its website, College Republicans is America’s oldest, largest and
most active youth political organization. It
was founded in 1892 and currently has over
250,000 student chapters across America.
This organization is affiliated with the Republican Party.
Tyler Hanley, a junior political science
major at Cedarville, became the president
of the Cedarville chapter of College Republicans in January 2016. Hanley has been
interested in politics since a young age and
spent last summer in Washington, D.C., interning with the Heritage Foundation.
“(The goal of College Republicans is)
to get more people involved in the political process, more engaged, more educated about the issues (and) the candidates,”
Hanley said.

Events

Jennifer Gammie/Cedars

Since this spring semester falls in the
middle of the presidential election season,
both organizations have been hosting more
events and forums for Cedarville students.
Turning Point USA and College Republicans co-hosted this semester’s first debate-watching party, which was well attended by Cedarville students. More than 300
students have joined the Cedarville chapter
to watch a presidential debate.
In early February, the orgs sponsored a
speaker forum featuring Joe Walsh, a con-

servative talk radio host and former Republican congressman from Illinois. They also
hosted a local candidate forum. Furthermore, the orgs plan to celebrate “Second
Amendment Day” later in the semester with
a free open gun range for Cedarville students.
Hanley said the two orgs want to keep
students engaged in politics every year, not
just during major elections.
Hanley said he hopes students will increase their involvement in politics by attending more of the speaker forum events.
“The speaker forums are more beneficial than the debate-watching parties. …
(During) the debate watching parties, while
you get to hear what different candidates are
saying, you can only articulate so much in a
short period of time like that,” Hanley said.
“When they’re arguing back and forth, they
don’t often hit substantive points, whereas
(in) the speaker forums, you have the opportunity to learn more. There’s more depth
about whatever the subject material is.”
Hanley said College Republicans hopes
to bring exciting and knowledgeable political speakers to Cedarville’s campus to attract students and inform them about political issues.
Additionally, both College Republicans
and Turning Point USA have focused their
efforts on encouraging Cedarville students
to register to vote and get out to vote. Hull
said that since Ohio is a swing state, he encourages out-of-state students to register to
vote in Ohio.

“(The goal of College Republicans is) to
get more people involved in
the political process, more
engaged, more educated
about the issues (and) the
candidates.”

February 2016

Tyler Hanley

president, Cedarville chapter of College
Republicans

“The goal of Turning Point is
to reach millennials in a way
that really speaks to them.”
Caleb Hull

field director, Cedarville chapter of
Turning Point USA
Opportunities for involvement
Mark Smith is a professor of political
science and the director of the Center of Political Studies at Cedarville. Smith said he
often plans political events held at Cedarville and interacts with the media, such as
participating in radio interviews.
Smith has helped both Turning Point
USA and College Republicans with events,
and he served as the emcee for the local candidate forum this semester.
Smith said the two orgs best serve students by providing them with immediate
opportunities for political involvement.
“Students need to learn to get involved
in politics at a very local level,” Smith said.
“Not joining an interest group a thousand
miles away, but getting involved in an organization that you can actually be a member
of and participate with.”
For students who are interested in getting involved with politics, Smith said he
encourages simply volunteering for a campaign.
“No organization will tell a volunteer
no,” Smith said.
While volunteer work is not glamorous and can at first be menial, Smith said,
most campaigns will give reliable volunteers
more work and responsibility.
Smith also said College Republicans
and Turning Point USA teach students
about both leadership and service.
“It’s good for students to learn how to
organize things, how to effectively lead an
organization, how to do volunteer work
that’s not glamorous,” Smith said.

A proper perspective
Because political issues are often emotionally straining, divisive and controversial, Smith said students, especially those

Jennifer Gammie/Cedars
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at Cedarville, should strive to represent the
gospel and their school well.
Yet Smith also cautioned against an
over-inflated view of politics as a whole.
“Everyone, not just students, but everyone involved in the politics process, needs
to keep politics in the proper perspective,”
he said. “The balance is, you need to be involved and you need to care…but you need
to understand that being involved in politics
doesn’t require you to lose your testimony.”
Hanley said one of the best ways for Cedarville students to become more politically
aware is to consume news from a variety of
sources. He recommends reading traditional newspapers or online news sites, such as
the Washington Post or Wall Street Journal, to receive a broad spectrum of news
from differently biased sources. While each
source presents news with its own set of biases, he said, reading from multiple sources
will allow students to gain their own opinion. Hanley said he also encourages having
informed, political discussions with other
students.
Similarly, Hull said he encourages students to deliberately seek out information
about government to better understand current issues and policies.

Check out these resources to keep up
with politics and the 2016 election:
•
•
•
•
•

www.realclearpolitics.com
www.wsj.com
www.politifact.com
www.icitizen.com
www.bbc.com/news/election/us2016

Kjersti Fry is a sophomore pharmacy major and campus news editor for Cedars. She
enjoys playing piano and ultimate frisbee
and spending time with friends and family.
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Strength in Suffering
Newlywed and former CU pharmacy student Julia Gardner looks for the blessings in battling leukemia
by Michaela Carpenter

Treatment

ollege students often wonder what
the future will hold for them – from
the job they will find to the place
where they will live or the family they will
have. For Michael and Julia (Neal) Gardner, this future has been nothing like they
expected.
Michael graduated from Cedarville
University in 2014 with a degree in mechanical engineering, and he and Julia got married in the summer of 2015.
Julia started school at Cedarville in
2012 as a pharmacy student, but she is not
currently enrolled. Less than two months
after she and Michael were married, Julia
was diagnosed with cancer.

The following week, instead of starting
classes at Cedarville, Julia started chemotherapy treatments at Cincinnati Children’s
Hospital. She spent a month there for her
first phase of chemotherapy, and she has
made countless trips there in recent months
for various phases of treatment, which will
continue until December 2017.
Being at the hospital so often for treatment has posed a significant challenge for
the couple as well. Julia lives with her parents much of the time now, who live closer
to Cincinnati Children’s Hospital than she
and Michael do. But because of his job, Michael lives in Cedarville during the week.
“That’s probably been the most difficult
for me – being away from everything that’s
going on,” Michael said. “I don’t feel like I
can do as much from so far away.”

C

Exhuastion
In August 2015, Julia started to notice
that she was feeling exhausted doing everyday activities. After comments from several
family members about how pale she was,
and with the increasing exhaustion she felt,
Julia went to see her doctor. The doctor told
her that her blood levels were low and she
needed to increase her iron intake because
she was anemic. But after a few days of taking iron, Julia’s health wasn’t improving.
She had blood work done and continued
with her normal life, which at that time included pharmacy orientation for the start of
graduate classes at Cedarville.
Julia’s exhaustion continued to increase to the point where she had to stop
multiple times when walking from one
building to another on campus in order to
avoid passing out. Her heart was beating
nearly twice as fast as usual, causing her to
feel not only exhausted but anxious as well.
Finally, at the urging of friends and
family, Julia and Michael went to the emergency room. After many tests, they were given a diagnosis the next day: leukemia.
“He said, ‘You have leukemia. You need
to choose where you want to go next.’ But he
was very dogmatic about it,” Julia said. “We
were sobbing.”

6

Comfort in the challenges, blessings
in the battle
In addition, the physical aspects of life
have been challenging for Julia. She said
she has had to learn to rely on others much
of the time, even for seemingly simple tasks
like opening a door or walking down the
stairs. She said this has not been easy nor
has missing school.
Instead of spending time studying or
working on projects for classes, Julia said
she keeps busy with other activities like
knitting, reading and watching TV.
Despite the frustration that all of this
can cause, Julia has seen the positive side
of it as well. Having fewer commitments
and no schoolwork has allowed to her spend
much more time and effort growing closer
to God, she said.
“It’s been really good to refocus my
life,” Julia said. “And another thing that’s
been really cool to me is how I’ve seen God
work through me, which I hate saying because it feels like I’m priding myself on
something but it’s so different than that.”
Michael said Julia’s positive attitude,
despite her pain, has had an impact on the

medical staff she interacts with when she’s
at the hospital. Julia’s mother, Holly Neal,
said she has seen this as well.
“The nurses love it when she’s assigned
to them,” Neal said. “Jesus is evident in her
life.”
Though battling leukemia was unexpected and has not been easy, Julia said God
has provided blessings even in the pain. One
of these blessings has been flexibility for Michael, his parents and Julia’s parents so that
they can take the necessary time off work to
be with Julia when she’s in the hospital.
Another blessing has been the support
so many people have shown for Julia and
Michael.

“Another thing
that’s been really
cool to me is how
I’ve seen God work
through me, which I
hate saying because
it feels like I’m
priding myself on
something but it’s so
different than that.”
Julia Gardner

former pharmacy student
During her first month of treatment
at the hospital, Julia said, they received
countless cards and care packages. She and
Michael have been encouraged by support
from family and friends, various churches,
the pharmacy department at Cedarville and
even people they have never met. Julia said
the prayers of all these people have been one

of the biggest sources of encouragement.
Julia and Michael started a prayer map
to mark the locations of people who they
knew were praying for them. The couple
asked that people continue to pray for them
and for other families also battling cancer.
Neal said Julia and Michael have been
an incredible source of encouragement for
her through this experience.
“It’s been really wonderful to see God
work in their lives and to see their trust,”
Neal said. “There were a few tears when
Julia was diagnosed, because it’s a shock,
but within a few days she was done with
the tears. ‘This is what God has given me
to walk through. This is what we’re going
to do.’ And Michael has been the same way.
Their strength has been amazing to us.”
Julia said that as the family saw God
blessing them and providing comfort, the
family sought to give back and do something for the other patients at Cincinnati
Children’s Hospital.
They decided on a project they called
“Julia’s Jammies.” Many patients come to
the emergency room and end up staying
much longer than expected, so they are
left wearing the hospital gowns, Julia said.
This project was able to provide comfort for
those families by addressing that practical
need.
Through the donations that came pouring in, Julia’s Jammies provided over 500
pairs of pajamas to patients in five different
hospitals.
More than anything, Michael and Julia and their families said they appreciate
prayer as they keep fighting this battle with
cancer over the next year and a half. They
know it won’t be easy, but they’re hopeful
and trusting God each step of the way.
“You know, this is hard,” Neal said.
“But God is for us, and God is still good.”
Michaela Carpenter is a freshman intercultural studies major and a reporter for
Cedars. She loves to travel and spend time
with family and friends.
February 2016
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Macy McClain: Walking By Faith
by Hannah Dunlap

Jubilate, a student choral ministry group.
She said she hopes to soon join HeartSong
and a chapel band as well.
Roger O’Neel, associate professor of
worship and director of Jubilate, said McClain’s determination is a true testimony of
her faith.
“She is a literal example of what it
means to walk by faith,” O’Neel said. “She
feels that God has called her to this place,
and she has overcome so many obstacles to
follow God’s calling. Her sheer tenacity in
the face of conflict is inspiring.”
O’Neel said McClain has easily kept up
with the worship program despite it being a
highly visual field.
“She is patient and understanding as
we work out the kinks of this new experience,” he said. “She is very determined.”
Learning to navigate a new place is always a challenge, McClain said. When arriving at Cedarville, she said she had to go
around campus in advance and memorize
how to get from one place to the next. She
said one of her biggest obstacles has been
the snow. When the sidewalks are covered
with snow, it is incredibly difficult to tell the
difference between the concrete and grass.

M

acy McClain, a sophomore
worship major, faces all of the
challenges college students go
through daily. She has to balance a busy
schedule, get to class on time, keep up with
her workload and make time for friends.
The only difference is that McClain has the
added obstacle of being blind.
“I want to be the perfect blind person. I
don’t want to need help,” McClain said. “I’m
very stubborn, and I’m still learning the balance between accepting help from others
and being independent.”
One Bible verse McClain said she has
continually relied on is Isaiah 40:31, “But
they who wait for the Lord shall renew their
strength. They shall mount up with wings
like eagles. They shall run and not be weary.
They shall walk and not faint.”
McClain said learning to surrender
control to God has been a reoccurring theme
in her life.

Growing up

Feburary 2016

Looking to the future
Naomi Harward/Cedars

McClain grew up in Bellefontaine,
Ohio, with three sisters, one of which is her
twin. She said she is close with her family
and has a special bond with her dad.
“My parents have helped me to become
the person I am today,” McClain said.
McClain said music has been an integral
part of her life for as long as she can remember. She plays the piano and the flute, and
she is learning to play the guitar. McClain’s
main instrument, however, is her voice. She
said she grew up singing in church, and she
has always loved performing.
But it wasn’t until about three years ago
during a phone call to her father that she
considered worship as a career.
McClain said she and her dad were
talking about what career she wanted to
pursue after graduating from the Louisiana
Center for the Blind. The center is a premier
training program sponsored by the National

Sophomore worship major Macy McClain hopes to be a worship leader for a church.
Federation for the Blind, which McClain has
been involved in since she was two.
Prior to Cedarville, McClain studied
music education at Wright State University,
but she left after a semester. McClain then
attended the Louisiana Center for the Blind
for a year to adjust to living independently.
After graduating from the center, McClain

enrolled at Cedarville as a worship major.
“I have these talents that God has given
me and I don’t want to misuse them or let
them go to waste,” she said. “I want to give
everything I have for the glory of God.”

Cedarville
At Cedarville, McClain is involved in

As for her time at Cedarville, McClain
said she wants to get more involved with
SGA and be the SGA worship leader.
McClain said her dream job is to work
as a worship leader in a church, perhaps
even traveling and writing songs. She said
some of her role models include female worship leaders Kari Jobe, Francesca Battistelli
and Meredith Andrews.
Although she doesn’t know what the
future holds, she said, she wants to follow
God’s will for her life.
Hannah Dunlap is freshman journalism
major and arts & entertainment writer for
Cedars. She has an affinity for photography, exploring and Netflix marathons.
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Déjà Vu: A 20-something’s Childhood Returns
Classics of the late 90s and early 2000s make a comeback in 2016
by Emily Day
“Finding Nemo” (2003)/“Finding Dory” (2016)

photo from Disney.com

Pixar’s “Finding Nemo” takes fans under the sea to a journey of self-discovery between sea creatures. Each character in the movie goes on a personal journey, and fans can identify with at least one
of the main characters’ stories.
For sophomore Laura Ullom, Dory’s struggle with self-confidence is most relatable.
“I really relate the most to Dory,” Ullom said. “I can be really scatterbrained and really forgetful
about things. But Dory knows that about herself, and she is willing to work through that. She focuses
on helping others despite her insecurities.”
Ullom said she hopes the spinoff “Finding Dory” (expected June 17, 2016) will pick up the character development where the first movie left off.
“I’m hoping that they will use the same characters we know to tell a new story that we fall in love
with,” she said.

“Full House” (1987-1995)/“Fuller House” (2016)

photo from ABC

At one point or another, most of today’s 20-somethings wanted to be apart of the Tanner family
with all of their quirks and laughter. This ABC sitcom followed the non-traditional Tanner family as
widower Danny Tanner (Bob Saget) raises his three daughters with the help of his brother-in-law, Jesse
(John Stamos), and best friend, Joey Gladstone (Dave Coulier). Throughout the series each character
goes through big moments, such as uncle Jesse getting married, and simpler moments like DJ’s (Candace Cameron Bure) first kiss.
“My favorite memory of ‘Full House’ was on my 13th birthday,” junior Amelia Walker said. “The
first thing I did was turn on ‘Full House’ and it was the episode of DJ’s 13th birthday. At the end of that
episode she got her first kiss, and I was so excited because I totally thought that would happen to me.”
Dedicated fans of the show anxiously anticipate being reunited with these beloved characters. The
spin-off, “Fuller House,” is a Netflix original series and will follow the life of DJ Tanner and her three
sons. Season one of “Fuller House” hits Netflix Feb. 26, 2016.

The struggles and triumphs of Lorelai and Rory resonated with many young girls during this CW
drama’s lifetime. “Gilmore Girls” follows the lives of Lorelai Gilmore (Lauren Graham) and her daughter
Rory (Alexis Bledel) as they make their way through life in the small town of Stars Hollows. Senior Allison Sapp said “Gilmore Girls” gave her a solid female role model while she was growing up.
“Rory was my hero,” Sapp said. “She was quiet, and she was smart. She wasn’t like every other girl
on television who was boy crazy. She wasn’t even concerned with it for a very long time.”
Fans are anticipating the “Gilmore Girls” revival in hopes that they will receive some long-awaited
answers to their burning questions. The series finale left fans questioning the romantic fates of both
Lorelai and Rory. Will Lorelai and Luke (Scott Patterson) finally get married? Who will Rory choose?
“I need Lorelai and Luke to be together,” Sapp said. “Lorelai needs Luke to balance her out. He’s
more cautious, and she’s just all over the place. So, they just need to be together.”
Filming began in February 2016 for the Netflix return series of “Gilmore Girls,” but no official release date has yet been stated.

8

photo from Official Gilmore Girls Facebook page

“Gilmore Girls” (2000-2007)/ “Gilmore Girls” (date unknown)
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“Harry Potter” Series (1998-2007)/Book 8: “Harry Potter and the Cursed Child” (2016)

photo from pottermore.com

J. K. Rowling’s “Harry Potter” series carries fans off into a world of magic and adventure. The books
follow young Harry’s journey as a wizard destined to be great, but soon an eighth book will be released
picking up a storyline 19 years after that of the seventh novel.
Though not a traditional book, “Harry Potter and the Cursed Child” is set to be released July 31,
2016, as the script of the stage play opening the day before in London, England.
Junior Alathea Westbrook said that since the eighth novel is a “script book” that will be a collaboration of Rowling, Jack Thorne and John Tiffany, she is nervous the series’ original voice may be lost.
“I’m excited because I have heard about the play and want to see how the story progresses,” Westbrook said. “I’m a little apprehensive about whether it is going to feel the same or feel different.”
Rowling’s ability to create both complex and realistic characters was what drew Westbrook to the
series.
“This series had three-dimensional characters – the good guys aren’t always good,” Westbrook
said. “They were able to show friends that struggled at different points. Not all the friends were always
friends with each other, but they were able to work through that.”

Fans of this Disney-ABC Domestic Television sitcom grew up alongside the show’s lead Cory Matthews (Ben Savage) as he navigated his way through middle school, high school, college and married life.
The show follows Cory as he learns everyday life lessons from his family, friends and beloved history
teacher, Mr. Feeny.
After the series’ end with Cory and Topanga (Danielle Fishel) happily married and headed to New
York, dedicated fans were left wondering what new adventures awaited them. However, all the questions were soon answered in June 2014 when the Disney Channel released the series sequel “Girl Meets
World,” which follows the story of Cory and Topanga’s daughter Riley.
“The show brings back a lot of the original characters for the dedicated fans,” sophomore Laura
Ullom said. “They actually get into the changes in middle school, which is a really murky area.”
“Girl Meets World” has been praised for taking on controversial issues such as faith, gender roles
and politics.
“They almost preach to the audience in a way, yet they really leave it up for the audience to decide
for themselves,” Ullom said. “One episode deals with politics, and it really gets into even students’ responsibility in politics. Even though we can’t vote, we can still be involved and start forming our opinions now.”
“Girl Meets World” will wrap up its second season March 11, 2016.

photo from Disney Channel

“Boy Meets World” (1993-2000)/“Girl Meets World” (2014-2016)

photo from mybigfatgreekwedding.com

“My Big Fat Greek Wedding” (2002)/“My Big Fat Greek Wedding 2” (2016)
Everyone seems to be able to relate to Toula Portokalos’ (Nia Vardalos) feelings of embarrassment
when it comes to family. HBO Films’ “My Big Fat Greek Wedding” tells Toula’s story as she attempts
to develop a relationship with Ian, a non-Greek, while keeping her large, proud Greek family happy.
The Portokalos’ eccentric behavior and quirky personalities gave fans many quotable one-liners – from
believing in the healing powers of Windex to eating no meat.
The sequel will follow Ian and Toula’s daughter as she prepares for the wedding of her dreams.
Junior Amelia Walker, a fan of the original film, said she is apprehensive that the sequel will be too
similar to the original story.
“I (am) worried that it will be the same girl marries a non-Greek and the family freaks out (storyline),” Walker said. “Either way it will still be funny, because the original cast will be back.”
“My Big Fat Greek Wedding 2” hits theatres March 25, 2016.

Emily Day is a junior journalism major and arts & entertainment editor for Cedars. She is an avid reader, runner and is a general Disney enthusiast.
February 2016

9

SPORTS

Money Doesn’t Win Championships

Factors other than money are at play when it comes to success in Division II athletics
by Jonathan Gallardo

A

ccording to a USA Today study, in
2012 only 23 of the 228 Division I
athletic programs were self-sustaining. These included big schools such as the
University of Oregon, Ohio State University
and the University of Texas. Oregon brought
in over $196 million in revenue that year.
When you get down to the Division II
level, that number decreases sharply. In
2014, Cedarville University had $4 million
in revenue, or 0.02 percent of what Oregon had a few years ago. Fortunately, Cedarville doesn’t have to compete against
heavyweights like Oregon and Ohio State.
Instead, it competes against institutions of
a similar size.
It’s commonly believed that the more
money a school has, the more success it
will have on the court or field, Cedarville
athletic director Alan Geist said. But this is
not necessarily the case, especially in Division II. There are several factors that help
determine whether a team is successful, including talent, financial aid and the school’s
commitment to athletics.
Jaime Joss, the athletic director of
G-MAC member Davis & Elkins College,
has worked across all three divisions of the
NCAA. He said it doesn’t matter what division a college is in as long as it’s dedicated to
seeing its teams succeed.
“Schools that are the most proficient in
all sports are the ones that are most properly supported with resources. It really
starts with the administrative or the board
of trustee’s commitment to athletics,” he
said. “It depends on the commitment level
of the institution to the athletic program
and where they want the athletic program
to be positioned. I’ve been at institutions in
Division III that are more well-funded than
Division II or Division I programs that I’ve
been affiliated with.”
One person committed to her school’s
athletics is Cindy McKnight, the athletic
director of Ursuline College and one of the
creators of its athletic program. She said it
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takes a lot of work to create a new team.
“When I start a new program, I do some
research on what other schools’ budgets
look like in that area,” she said. “I also figure
out how big the team’s going to be, where
they’re going to play, whether they’re going
to play at home, all those types of things go
into how I develop team’s budgets.”
Joss, who took the athletic director position last summer, said he has been developing a structure to allot money to Davis &
Elkins’ teams.
“We’ll design circles of regional opponents, and we’ll have circles of distance
that, if you’re going to go to this place, this
is what we’re going to support you from the
budget,” Joss said. “If you want to go outside of that region or outside of that circle,
this is what your responsibility is going to
be.”

Elkins),” he said. “If I said, ‘Hey, we need
a $500 student fee so that we can support
student athletics,’ we’d have Armageddon.”
Division II schools, he said, often have
money set aside in the budget for athletic
programs. This number is usually a part of
the school’s operating budget.
According to the Office of Postsecondary Education, Cedarville’s athletic budget
has more than doubled in the past 11 years,
from $2 million in 2003 to $4.3 million in
2014. This puts the university near the top
of its conference in terms of spending.
The G-MAC will welcome six new
members in the next few years. Incoming
G-MAC members University of Findlay,
Walsh University and Malone University
all offer much more student aid than any
of the conference’s current members, but
they each have football teams, which will

“Having the most money in the league
can keep you consistently in the top tier
programs, but it’s not necessarily the end
all be all to be successful.”
Jaime Joss

athletic director, Davis & Elkins College
Funding
Division I schools often use student
fees to fund their athletic programs, Joss
said. He recalled the time he spent at a bigger university.
“Student fees that we collected from
all the student body went to supporting the
athletic program,” he said. “So we’re having
17,000 people funding that, and it made for
a much more realistic opportunity to fund
it well.”
Small liberal arts colleges, especially
those with enrollments in the hundreds or
low thousands, can’t afford to do this, Joss
said.
“We couldn’t do that here (at Davis &

inflate each school’s numbers. For example,
in 2014, Findlay had $4.2 million in athletic
scholarships and a total budget of $7.5 million.
Geist, Cedarville’s athletic director, said
money can come from a number of places.
“It can come from the university,” he
said. “The money can be raised through
sponsorships, the money can be raised
through donations, those are three of the
bigger areas.”
Both McKnight and Geist said they did
not have to change the budgets that much
when their schools moved from the NAIA to
the NCAA in 2012, aside from adjusting for
travel expenses due to new opponents.

“As far as I’m concerned, I had to follow the budget then and stay under it, and I
have to follow the budget now and stay under it,” Geist said.
Due to monetary restrictions, a school
is limited to how many athletes it can have
at one time. It costs more to have a student-athlete on campus than it does to have
a general student.
The three categories of financial aid for
a general student are based on need, academic performance and any available federal resources, Joss said.
“An athlete gets all those plus an athletic scholarship, so his discount rate is higher
than the general student,” he said. “The way
that it works is the general student helps to
fund the athletic program in some way. So
anyone who comes in and has more capacity, pay a higher rate of tuition, you need
more students like that to supply the funds
necessary to fund your athletic program.”
To stay out of financial trouble, a college generally can’t have too many athletes.
Cedarville has done a good job of this. In
2014, the university had 3,021 students. Of
these, approximately nine percent, or 285,
were athletes. This is on the lower end of the
spectrum for the conference. On the higher
end, the student bodies of G-MAC rivals Alderson-Broaddus University and Ohio Valley University are 59 percent and 57 percent
athletes, respectively.

What money won’t buy
More money does not necessarily mean
more championships. Take a look at the
Los Angeles Dodgers, New York Yankees or
the Boston Red Sox this past season. They
had the three highest payrolls in baseball in
2015, yet none of them won the World Series, and the latter two didn’t even make the
postseason.
The same principle applies to college
athletics.
“Having the most money in the league
can keep you consistently in the top tier programs, but it’s not necessarily the end all be
all to be successful,” Joss said.
February 2016
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Athletic Budgets of G-MAC Schools

Athletic Population vs. Total Undergraduate Enrollment (2013):
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McKnight said she sees a link between
athletic budgets and wins “only in athletic
scholarships, not in the operating budget.
Because you have more money to pay the
kids, to offer athletic scholarships to get better quality athletes.”
Joss agreed, saying student aid is the
most important part of the budget when it
comes to winning games.
“It certainly helps to get a different level of talent,” he said. “That doesn’t mean
that you go after everyone who wants a full
ride. It just means that even just a small
bump in resources from a scholarshipping
standpoint can translate huge on the field.”
He noted, however, that just because
a team has more talent does not guarantee
more titles.
“University of Kentucky doesn’t win every national basketball championship,” he
said. “They have extreme levels of talent, but
talent doesn’t necessarily win everything.”
Cedarville has seen success ever since it
entered Division II. In 2011, the school had
$1.15 million in student athletic aid. In the
2012-2013 season, the Yellow Jackets won
four G-MAC titles. In 2013, aid increased to
$1.45 million. In 2014-2015, Cedarville capFebruary 2016

tured nine conference championships out of
a possible 15. The school accomplished this
despite not having the biggest athletic budget in the conference.
One might attribute this success to
the increased scholarship money, but one
should not look at this link as a direct correlation. There are other factors at play,
such as the growth and development of athletes, as well as the conference’s recent addition of championships such as men’s and

women’s indoor track.
Joss said the biggest factor to success
is the coach.
“First you have to have a great coach
who’s a great person,” he said. “They don’t
even need to have all the tactical knowledge.
But that’s number one, they got to recruit
people who are aligned with the mission of
the college and can feel comfortable here.”
If a student-athlete is not comfortable
with the college and the choice that he’s

“There’s schools that we compete against
that give more aid than we do, but they
don’t have the facilities we have, they don’t
have the academic success we have, and
they don’t have the niche we have – the
mission statement we have to glorify God.”
Alan Geist

athletic director, Cedarville University

made, Joss said, then that will affect his education and how he performs in his sport.
When it comes to attracting athletes to
Cedarville, scholarship money is not as big a
factor as it might be at other schools, Geist
said.
“There’s schools that we compete
against that give more aid than we do, but
they don’t have the facilities we have, they
don’t have the academic success we have,
and they don’t have the niche we have – the
mission statement we have to glorify God,”
he said.
It’s this mission statement, Geist said,
above anything else, that convinces many
athletes to attend Cedarville.
“There are kids coming out of high
school right now that know the Lord, who
say, ‘I want to go to Cedarville,’” he said.
“And they’re not planning to go anywhere
else. And those kids come here and maybe
we don’t have as much aid to offer them, but
they just want to come to Cedarville.”
Jonathan Gallardo is a senior journalism
major and sports editor for Cedars. Unfortunately, he is in the middle of reading
Twilight.
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Soaring Under the Radar
Talented Cedarville third baseman tries to stay out of the spotlight
by Gabe Chester

D

Humility and focus
Sophomore catcher and teammate Jesse Bush said one of Johnson’s best traits is
his humility.
Johnson is not one to talk himself up,
Bush said. Johnson would rather let his talent show itself on the field.

12

Phoebe Schoeneweis/Cedars

rew Johnson has no shortage of
accomplishments. The junior third
baseman from Mason, Ohio, has
earned many awards, from the G-MAC
Freshman of the Year to playing in the Virginia Valley League last summer with college students across the country. He led the
team in nearly every major offensive statistical category last season, including batting
average, runs, runs batted in, extra base
hits, homeruns, on-base percentage and
slugging percentage. Johnson’s talent has
garnered the attention of a few major league
scouts.
But regardless of his accomplishments
and talent, his coach and his teammates
said that Johnson has remained humble.
His unassuming demeanor and his love for
Christ have helped him become the player
he is today.
The road to success hasn’t been easy for
Johnson, a business management major.
“It’s been a lot of work, and it’s been
hard. Staying diligent and staying focused is
the key,” Johnson said.
This focus is what helped him improve
his abilities throughout high school, he said.
“When everyone was going out having
fun, doing drugs, partying it up, I stayed in
and focused on my game,” Johnson said. “I
think that helped me develop my game and
continue on to college.”
Johnson said he chose Cedarville because he thought it would help him grow in
two areas of his life.
“I wanted to continue to practice baseball, but I also wanted to continue to develop my faith,” he said. “I felt like that was a
good two-way street to go on.”
Drew Johnson has drawn looks from scouts for his ability to hit from both sides of the plate.
Cedarville baseball head coach Mike
Manes agreed.
“He just goes about his business everyday and gets his work done,” Manes said.
“He’s very unassuming.”

Sophomore left fielder Colton Potter
said Johnson is all about routine.
“He’ll do whatever it takes to get where
he wants to be,” Potter said.
Johnson’s routine is no easy task. He

attends team practices Monday through Friday from 5 a.m. until the start of classes at 8
a.m. His school day includes classes, chapel
and then lunch.
“After lunch I go straight to the library,
after dinner I go straight to the cages,”
Johnson said. “The field and the library,
those are my two homes.”
Manes said Johnson’s dedication to
excellence is what elevates him to the next
level.
“He does all the extra work that someone who wants to be really good does,”
Manes said. “This separates the guys who
are really good from the guys who are just
good.”
Johnson said he enjoys the team aspect
of baseball more than getting praise and
awards.
“The bond you build with your teammates passes up the success, because the
success is not everything. I enjoy (baseball)
for more than what it is,” he said. “I just
want to stay humble and give everything I
got, on and off the field.”
Johnson’s teammates said he has combined his desire to win with a team-first
mentality.
“Drew’s a winner,” Bush said. “I don’t
think he likes losing, so his attitude is, ‘I’m
going to do whatever it takes to get out there
and win and help my team.’”
Johnson said he enjoys a good laugh,
but that once he plays baseball, he changes
his mindset.
Potter agreed and said, “As soon as he
steps onto the field, it’s laser focus.”
Johnson does find time to relax, though.
When he’s not practicing or studying, he
said he enjoys fishing and playing chess. He
owns several chessboards and has participated in chess tournaments in the past, and
he goes bass fishing to relieve stress.
“For some quiet time I’ll just go out
and fish and relax. I like quiet space,” he
said. “I’m like the lone wolf, I do things on
my own a lot. I don’t like to be the center
of attention or in the spotlight. I like to stay
under the radar.”
February 2016
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The scouts
But Johnson won’t stay under the radar
for long. He said teams such as the Boston
Red Sox, the Texas Rangers and the Baltimore Orioles have scouted him over the
past year.
Manes said, “There are a lot of professional teams who’ve watched him play a lot.
They really like him.”
This season, Johnson will be eligible for
the Major League Baseball draft, so he said
he expects to see more scouts.
“So if they like what they see and I perform well, then maybe I’ll have a chance to
go on and play, starting in Minor League
Baseball,” he said. “It’s an honor to even be
talking about being scouted and taking into
consideration going to the next level.”
Most players looking to play in the majors are in Division I schools, Johnson said.
But the nature of baseball helps create a
more level playing field, so to speak, when it
comes to judging talent, Manes said.
“When players look to play professionally, everything can be measured in baseball,” he said. “If you throw at 95, you throw
at 95 whether you’re on a D-II mound or a
D-I mound.”
Johnson possesses a unique ability in
that he is a switch hitter, which means he
can bat from both sides of the plate. Scouts
look for super utility players – players who
can play anywhere – as well as those who
have a good batting average and strong
character, Manes said. Johnson possesses
all of these traits.
Whether or not Johnson will play at the
major league level remains yet to be seen.
But it might not matter, he said, because
baseball is more than just a game to him.
“It’s a ministry opportunity for me,”
Johnson said, “to go out and teach people
what I’ve learned here at Cedarville in terms
of what I stand for and what my faith’s
about and teach them a little about the word
and Jesus and what I believe in.”

The Yellow Jackets take on the University of Findlay 3 p.m. March 16 for the
first home game of the season.
Gabe Chester is a freshman global business
and marketing major and reporter for Cedars. He loves music, sports, school and
God.
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Zika Bites Latin America

The mosquito-spread virus is a ‘public emergency,’ but there’s no need to restrict travel
by Jen Taggart

P

resident Obama issued a statement
Feb. 22 asking Congress for $1.9 billion to fight the Zika Virus, a virus
spread by infected mosquitos and linked to
birth defects in Brazil. The World Health
Organization (WHO) declared Zika a global
“public emergency” on Feb. 1, but there is
still much that is unknown about the virus.
Cases of the virus have appeared in
the United States and in countries to which
some of Cedarville University’s Global Outreach teams will travel this spring and summer. But the WHO states on its website that,
as of information available Feb. 12, there is
no need to restrict travel to Zika-affected
countries.

Origins of the virus
The Zika Virus was first discovered in a
forest in Uganda in the 1940s, according to

the WHO. The WHO said the virus spread
to other parts of Africa and to Asia from
the 1960s to the 1980s. In 2007, there was
an outbreak of it on islands in the Pacific
Ocean, and by 2015, the virus had made it
to Brazil.
The Zika Virus spreads from mosquitos
to people primarily through the bite of an
infected mosquito, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) said. However, the virus can also be transmitted via
sexual contact, blood transfusion, or occasionally from mother to child.
Peter Piermarini, assistant professor of
entomology at Ohio State University, said
he believes the tipping point of the Zika Virus outbreak in Brazil happened during the
World Cup in 2014 when a traveler from
southeast Asia or Africa brought the virus
to Brazil.
According to the WHO, the Zika Virus
then spread out from Brazil to countries all

over Latin America. Cases of the virus have
appeared in the U.S., but each is travel-associated, meaning that the virus has been
carried into the U.S. by people traveling to
and from the country.
“People have been traveling to these
countries and bringing the virus into the
U.S., and that’s what I think what the greatest risk in the U.S. is going to be – when we
get into the peak mosquito season where we
could get transmission occurring,” Piermarini said.
Eighty two travel-associated cases have
popped up in the U.S. as of Feb. 17, but none
have been locally acquired. According to the
WHO, four individuals in Ohio have been
diagnosed with the Zika Virus.
The WHO last declared a public emergency in August 2014 for Ebola.

Symptoms of the virus
According to the CDC, one in five peo-

ple infected with the Zika Virus show symptoms. Symptoms may include rash, muscle
pain and/or fever.
The CDC noted, “People usually don’t
get sick enough to go to the hospital, and
they very rarely die of Zika.”
The CDC has associated the virus with
microcephaly, a defect in which babies are
born with unusually small heads. This may
lead to seizures, intellectual problems or developmental delays.
However, Greene County Public Health
nurse Amy Schmidt said there is no definitive connection between the virus and microcephaly.
“Additional studies are needed to determine that cause and effect, and I know
that those studies are ongoing,” Schmidt
said.
Similarly, Schmidt said the CDC did
not have a definite answer as to whether
Zika creates Guillain-Barré syndrome, a

• Dominican Republic
• Honduras

• El Salvador
• Mexico

• Paraguay

• Haiti

• Jamaica

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
recommends that individuals traveling to countries
affected by the virus:

On February 1,
the World Health
Organization
declared the Zika
Virus a 'public emergency
of international concern.'

• Wear insect repellant
with DEET, picaridin or
lemon eucalyptus oil.
• Wear protective
clothing, such as long
sleeves or long pants.
• When inside, close

screen doors and use air
conditioning if possible.
• Use mosquito nets
when possible.
• Spray products
containing permethrin
on clothing.

Sources: Global Outreach, CDC
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Zika Virus

Spring break & Summer Global Outreach trips to Zika Virus-affected countries:
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nervous system disorder in adults.

Spreading of the virus
Piermarini said the main mosquito
known for spreading the disease is the Aedes aegypti, also known as the yellow fever mosquito, which lives primarily in the
southern U.S. – along the Gulf Coast and
Florida rather than in Ohio. However, the
Aedes albopictus, also known as the Asian
tiger mosquito, is also present in the U.S.
and can carry the virus, but it is unclear how
efficient that mosquito is at spreading the
disease. The CDC said the Asian tiger mosquito is found in a larger part of the United
States, including the midwest.
Ginger Cameron, assistant professor
of pharmacy at Cedarville, said the biggest
risk of the Zika Virus becoming widespread
in the U.S. will come during the Olympics
in Brazil this summer. Still, she said she
doesn’t believe it will become as widespread
as it has become in Brazil.
“Because of the living conditions in
the United States, we will not have the conditions to spread it as quickly as they are
spreading it down there,” she said.
Piermarini agreed with Cameron and
said there will be less chance of the virus running rampant in the U.S., because
people in the U.S. are more likely to have
screened-in windows and air conditioning.
“The chances of (people in the U.S.)
being exposed to mosquitos is relatively low
compared to other places like Brazil and
other parts of Latin America where not a
large part of the population has access to air
conditioning, and people’s houses are more
open,” Piermarini said.
He also said people in the U.S. tend
to stay indoors during the hot summer
months, which makes them less likely to be
bitten by Zika-infected mosquitos.
Additionally, the U.S. has the benefit of
time, Piermarini said.
“It just kind of I think blindsided a lot
of people in Brazil. There wasn’t really much
warning. They were kind of the leading
edge,” Piermarini said. “We’ll have the advantage of trying to prepare, especially since
there are are no mosquitos flying around at
this time of the year. So, we’ll have a head
start at least.”
According to the Feb. 22 press release
February 2016

from the White House, the president’s requested emergency funds would support
efforts domestically and internationally to
stop the spread of the virus. Namely, the
funds would strengthen the United States’
ability to “prevent, detect, and respond to”
transmission of the Zika Virus and speed
up the research for and development of vaccines for treating the virus. Funding would
also be given to Medicaid in Puerto Rico and
the U.S. Territories to better serve at-risk
pregnant women and children with microcephaly, the birth defect said to be caused
by the virus.
As of Feb. 24, no official vaccine has
been discovered.
“Apparently there are some technical
and clinical bottlenecks to getting vaccines
approved, so I’m thinking it’s going to be
a few years before one is widely available,”
Piermarini said.
However, Texas Children’s Hospital
and Houston Methodist Hospital marked a
breakthrough in developing a test that detects the Zika Virus, USA Today said Feb.
23. While it will only be available to hospital patients, the test checks blood, amniotic
fluid, urine or spinal fluid for the virus and
provides results in just a few hours. The test
does not cure the virus, but it helps with
preventing the virus’ spread and treating
infected individuals who do not show symptoms of having the virus.

“Because of the
living conditions in
the United States,
we will not have the
conditions to spread
it as quickly as they
are spreading it
down there.”

Global Outreach trips
Brian Nester, director of Global Outreach (GO) at Cedarville University, said
that GO would be understanding if a person
were to decide to not go on a GO trip to a
Zika Virus-affected country.
“If you’re fearful or super, super anxious, you’re not going to be effective on the
trip anyway,” Nester said.
He said no one has yet withdrawn from
a trip because of concern over the Zika Virus. Nester said the only instance in which
GO would prohibit someone from going on
a trip to a country in concern is that if that
person was already pregnant.
Should one withdraw from a trip because of concern for the Zika Virus, Nester
said GO would do everything in its power
to get refunds on plane tickets that had
already been bought. He said one option
would be to reroute plane tickets to a trip
in a non-Zika-affected country. However,
he said refunding or rerouting plane tickets
would be an easier option for summer trips
rather than spring break trips.

GO shared an email from the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention with all
leaders of teams traveling to Zika-affected
countries. Those traveling to such countries
should wear insect repellant with DEET and
wear long-sleeved shirts and pants.
According to the CDC, the best prevention is protecting oneself from mosquito
bites.

Learn more, or test your knowledge of
the Zika Virus online.
Scan the QR code or
visit http://wapo.
st/1UkAH8z
Jen Taggart is a junior journalism major
and off-campus news editor for Cedars.
She enjoys writing, listening to music and
fueling her chocolate addiction.

Cedars editor Anna Dembowski contibuted
to this story.
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Ginger Cameron

assistant professor of
pharmacy at Cedarville
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WRITING CONTEST

110 Years

for [The 937]

Writing Contest

Thank you to those who entered our writing contest. We hoped to raise awareness for poverty and support
SGA’s philanthropy project, and we now hope you’ll be challenged to turn words into action as you read our
favorite entries.
Untitled

Write about poverty in either 110 words or 937 characters.

The Forms & Places

Hunger Within

The deadened spaces,
The forgotten abodes,
The knock-turn alleys,
The places that forebode,
They are not habit-less,
They are not so disparaged,
They are not-so readily gone
They are merely neglected —
That we do not think
Of their existence
That we do not see them
Riddled in our disrepute
Instead we picture
Those things most heinous
The hollowed-barrels
The silken-sheets
The whitened-powder
The forms they take
For they dress their pain
As best they know how
But they know no other
Lover’s embrace
Saving grace
Track in the race
Instead we withhold the offer
Instead we forgo dissolution
Leaving them be in their woes
As they keep to their holes

There must come a day
When we will proclaim
That travesty may
Disguise our shame
From children who rot
Inside throughout
For the wealthy forgot
Ten thousand a shout

by Jean-Luc Schieferstein
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by Gabe Chester

Find it the norm
They know not this form
Of sickness and death
Be better the breath
Their own child breathe
Three more will leave
They have not a care
Of what may seem fair
For when they were hungry
They found their voice
For when they were hungry
They made their choice
A couple did do
The deed meant for you
Gave good of their time
Gave good of their money
Didn’t want a dime
To know it is sunny

by Unix Diza
How can we ignore the plight of those
Whose lives are full of earthly woes
With compassion we must strive to lend a helping hand
So that people be equipped and able, on their own, to stand
But the Christian hath one more step that he or she must take
Because our goal is not to make
This earth a better place to go than hell
But rather point them to the One in whom all things are and will be made well
So lend a helping hand today and know that’s not the end
The gospel message is the best thing that we, to all the world, can send.
graphic courtesy of SGA

Writing prompt:

Untitled

by Ethan Law
I go to church in the hood. For people in the chains of poverty, worship
is an overflow: a cathartic release of pent-up emotion. On Dayton’s west side,
my brothers and sisters who endure the throes of inner-city living cannot
wait to get to church just to escape — temporarily — the struggle of life.
Sometimes kids come hungry from not eating. Adults do, too. Pastor watched
two people die this week, again. One sister leads worship even though she
just lost her job, and another survived breast cancer and is just thankful to
be alive.
These people experience poverty, and with it they experience many
malicious effects of the fall. The power of Christ is sufficient to alleviate these
countless, interconnected effects, but only over time through committed
relationships and sacrificial giving. I’ve seen God bring people out of prison
and into stable jobs and families, and that’s why I go to church in the hood.
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WRITING CONTEST
Poverty

Roof

First,
We filed for bankruptcy.
Then dad lost his job,
And they took the car away.
After,
We learned to look for dignity in the small
places.
In walking to school and hearing the earth
rumble to life beneath our feet.
Or going to the library where noise alone
could evict us.
There was dignity in being poor,
Even though my toys came from the dollar
store,
And my brother’s sweatshirts swallowed
me whole.
I learned to be grateful,
When strangers left school supplies and
food on the doorstep,
Without ringing the bell, so we could
discover it on our own.
Like a treasure,
Resting in plain sight.

I sat on a roof. It was not a steep
roof, nor a high roof, but a clean roof. The
kind of roof where the shingles sparkled
with hidden-away green flecks, gems,
amidst its primary, granular black bits.
Every tile just well-laid; protection to block
out those unwanted elements; a tapestry
forming a perfect shell, so the run-off
ended up where it belonged.
I stretched out on this particular
roof — the sand-papery feel was always
appreciated being particularly good at
addressing itches, and on a warm-day like
today it was especially comfortable. For
laying outside it was the best kind of spot
— the grass always felt too uncivilized, the
concrete too hard and hot, and benches
were out.
It was always that small
encouragement, to know I had a roof, that
so often kept me going through the day. I
didn’t wish I was run-off; didn’t wish it was
always on the outside, but at least I could
tell myself I had a roof — just not one over
my head.

by Austin Cordle

by Jean-Luc Schieferstein

Concrete Economy
by Adam Wagner

Filing for food,
tears both created and destroyed by the city chill,
overburdened with bills or rent or lack thereof.
The streets cry for support
green bills scream back FREELOADERS.
Moratoriums of money stack the supermarket,
Stamps give off the scent of stench:
of feet without protection,
of hands without support,
of bodies with and without color.
It reminds me all of Jesus — talking with prostitutes, sleeping on the dusty
ground. He was a wanderer, an immigrant in a foreign world, no money to his
name, hated by conservatives, killed in the name of the law.
Privilege snows down.
In and Out.
Was blind but now I see.

Tales from the Brim

Thank you!
We appreciate your support
as we celebrate 110 years of
student news at Cedarville.

graphic by Brian McCray

We especially thank you for
giving back to the community
during our 110-hour giving
campaign in February. All
donations support [The 937]
Project and the Dayton community.
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It is always a pleasure serving
you, our faithful readers.
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OPINION

Are We Afraid?
by Anna Dembowski

S

iri will tell
you that
“we have
nothing to fear
but fear itself.
And silent kittens.”
Though
I
guarantee
you he was not
worried about
silent
kittens
when giving his
first
inaugural address, President Franklin Roosevelt
stepped into the presidency in the height
of the Great Depression and addressed the
crowd with the famous words, “…the only
thing we have to fear is fear itself – nameless, unreasoning, unjustified terror which
paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat
into advance.”
Though more than 80 years have
passed since FDR spoke those words, the
consequences of fear are no less real. The
only thing we have to fear is the result of
being fearful – regret, thoughtless assumptions, a lack of understanding, immobility.
This election year, fear seems to be in
the spotlight.
Fear of increased unemployment. Fear
of lost industry. Fear of insufficient wages.
Fear of terrorism. Fear of injustice. Fear of
unrestrained immigration. Fear of fewer opportunities. Fear of the truth. Fear of him

and of her and of them and of those people.
Fear of that group, that organization, that
religion. Fear of freedom or the lack thereof. Fear of too much government or not
enough. Fear of the rich or fear of enabling
the poor.
We are afraid that the November 2015
attacks in Paris will next be on American
soil. We are afraid that the San Bernardino
attack will not be confined to San Bernardino. We are afraid that the economy will get
worse before it gets better. We are afraid
that gender and race equality will never be
achieved. We are afraid that religious freedom will cease to be a right. We are afraid
that refugees and immigrants will flood the
country, claiming our opportunity as theirs
and trading our safety for their freedom.
We are afraid both of the unknown and
of change.
But instead of cradling our fear, what if
we exchanged it for gratitude?
Let’s be grateful for today, for this
life, for this place. Let’s be grateful for that
breath, that sunshine, that friend. Let’s be
grateful for that job, that paycheck, that
neighbor.
And instead of cradling our fear, let’s
figure out how to deal with it. Perhaps in
the midst of fear, you learn how to love. Perhaps in the midst of fear, you learn how to
trust. Perhaps in the midst of fear, you learn
how to comfort. And perhaps in the midst of
fear, you see things anew.
As I write this, my thoughts drift to life
after May 7 – the day on which I will graduate from Cedarville. I fear failing to pursue

my dreams, and I fear that I won’t serve God
well. I fear beginning my adult life far away
from friends and family, should the circumstances arise. I fear a new routine, a new
city, a new me.
But what is the purpose of fear if it does
not motivate us to do more, to do better?
From start to finish, the past 12 months
have been ripe with unknowns and changes,
and at times I’ve felt close to crumbling. I’m
a planner. I’m not (yet) a fan of spontaneity.
But in the past year I have also discovered a passion, a motivation, a dream. As
a result of being itched by fear, I’ve gained
a new perspective. Most notably, when I
am weak, then God is strong. I cannot, but
God, you can. When I am the most uncomfortable – the most challenged, the most
“afraid,” the most out of my element – then
I am able to most glorify him.
My fears do not paralyze me, nor do
they haunt me. Rather, they are a challenge
that I can’t wait to face head on. If anything,
I may be too eager to squash them (read: 30
job applications in 27 weeks).
My reading list sums up my aspirations,
fears and introverted hopes pretty well:
• “If You Lived Here, I’d Know Your
Name: News from Small-Town Alaska”
by Heather Lende
(Bucket list item: work for a newspaper
in Alaska)
• “Truth and Duty: The Press, the
President, and the Privilege of Power”
by Mary Mapes
(Watch the movie “Truth” and you’ll
understand.)
• “All Groan Up: Searching for Self, Faith,
and a Freaking Job!” by Paul Angone
(Adulting is hard, folks.)
• “Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a
World That Can’t Stop Talking” by
Susan Cain
(I want to figure out my super power.
Don’t you?)
If you find yourself paralyzed by fear –
fear of the unknown, of change, of failure –
remind yourself that you’ve made it across
the valley before. Fear itself will not change
anything, so if fear is it, why even fear?
When the circumstances aren’t yours to
change, channel your fear into gratitude for
what is or isn’t. When the nation seems cast
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But instead of
cradling our
fear, what if we
exchanged it for
gratitude?
into chaos, be grateful that for today, the
chaos isn’t so close. When the future seems
bleak, be grateful that the sun cast its golden
hue this morning.
So, are we afraid? Yes. Is our fear unjustified? Absolutely not. The economy, the
government and the nation’s safety are all
legitimate issues to be concerned about.
So, too, is life after college. But when fear
stands alone, what good is it?
As a friend told me recently, regardless
of personality or motivation or experience,
the future is still scary. The “what ifs” can
come. But if you choose to view them in
light of God’s promises, then they’re really
nothing at all. Your questions and anticipation – even fear – of the future are still
important because it’s natural to care about
your life. But the fears don’t have to dictate
your future.
“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious
about your life, what you will eat or what
you will drink, nor about your body, what
you will put on. Is not life more than food,
and the body more than clothing? Look at
the birds of the air: they neither sow nor
reap nor gather into barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of
more value than they?” (Matthew 6:25-26)
Delight in the fearful moments in which
you are wholly dependent on God. Seek him
first when you’re itched with fear.
You’re about to have a great adventure,
folks, because fear faints in sight of God’s
faithfulness.
Anna Dembowski is a senior journalism
major and editor-in-chief for Cedars. She
loves coffee and craves adventure. Follow
her at @annabbowskers.
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Just Sayin...
by
Jonathan
Gallardo
What
is
our purpose in
life? What is
the
meaning
of life, the universe and everything? These
questions have
been around almost as long as the world has
existed, and no one has found one correct,
all-encompassing answer.
This is one of those questions that you
could ask 20 different people and get 25 different responses. Some might say it’s to be a
good person. Others might say 42. But here
at a Christian university, I think most people would say that our main purpose in life
is to bring glory to God. But this is a vague
statement. How do we glorify God? Well,
the answer to that question is different for
every single person.
In 1 Corinthians 10:31, Paul writes,
“Whatever you do, do all to the glory of
God.” People can glorify God in a myriad
of ways. Preaching to a congregation or
playing professional football every Sunday.
Writing biblical commentaries or young
adult fiction. God can use anyone and almost anything. I could bring glory to God by
playing the piano or writing fiction but not
by bowling. Why not? Because I bowl granny-style.
No matter how mundane a task may
seem, do it to the best of your ability. If
you’re exceptional at putting papers into
folders and filing them in a cabinet, then file
away to the glory of God. If you make better
paper airplanes or stack cups more quickly
than anyone you know, then go ahead and
do your thing.

On Talent

The Creator has given each of us different talents. Don’t think that God skipped
over you when he was handing out talents.
If you don’t know what your gift is, that may
be because you haven’t found it yet.
Before I came to college, I was a poor
writer. But during my time spent in journalism and creative writing, I’ve become much
stronger, and I’ve discovered that I have a
talent for writing. It was there, just beneath
the surface, waiting to be unearthed.
Before I continue, I just want to make
one thing clear: you are more than your
talents. Don’t rely on them to give your life
purpose. If you do, you run the risk of transforming them into idols.

Don’t think that
God skipped over
you when he was
handing out talents.
If you don’t know
what your gift is,
that may be because
you haven’t found it
yet.
We all have skills
Don’t compare yourselves to others.
Everyone has a different set of skills (such
as nunchaku skills, bowhunting skills, computer-hacking skills), so to compare people
based on their talents would be like comparing apples to chapstick and llamas to tatertots. If you fall into this trap, one of two

things will happen. Either you’ll become
prideful because you think you’re more talented than another person, or you’ll feel like
God left you short-handed and you’ll get
discouraged.
There’s a reason why we all have different skills. If we all had the same gifts, this
world would be a boring place. Imagine living on a planet with 7.5 billion Steph Currys,
Stephen Kings or Steven Spielbergs. God
saw the problem with a world full of clones,
so he made everyone unique.
In his book, “Happy Birthday to You,”
Dr. Seuss writes, “Today you are You, that is
truer than true. There is no one alive who is
Youer than You!” So be the best you you can
be. I know it sounds trite and cliche, but so
often we forget to do this.
If you try to be someone you’re not,
you’re basically telling God, “Hey, I know
you made me good at these things, but I
don’t trust you enough to do them, so I’m
just going to go my own way and do something else.”
How’s that for a slap in the face?
And God’s not the only one who gets
the short end of the stick here. When you do
this, you’re trying to satisfy expectations you
were never meant to fulfill, attempting to fit
yourself into a puzzle when you weren’t in
the box to begin with. No matter how hard
I try, I’ll never be a great mechanical engineer, because my brain isn’t wired that way.
Now this doesn’t mean you shouldn’t
try to improve in areas in which you’re
lacking skill. Like I said before, if I avoided
writing altogether because people told me I
wasn’t good at it, I wouldn’t be writing this.
But you shouldn’t ignore what you’re naturally good at.
What if LeBron James decided to become a shoe designer or Adele tried to be
the lead singer of a metal band? The world
would be robbed of great basketball and one

of the most amazing voices the world has
ever heard. I’m not saying that those two
wouldn’t be good at either of those things.
They just have a God-given ability to play
basketball and belt out soaring melodies,
respectively.
One more thing about talent: Don’t let
it get to your head. If it does, just remember who gave you your skills, because he can
easily take them away.

Why glorify?
Having said all that, one question remains – why should we glorify God? After
all, he has everything. What does he want
from us?
Sometimes we act like God owes us
something – friends, romantic relationships, snow days, good-paying jobs, lives of
ease. Remember this – God owes us nothing, and we owe him everything. We were
living in constant rebellion to him, we deserved eternal separation from him, yet he
loved us so much that he allowed his only
son to die so that we might spend eternity
with him. The least we can do is use our
lives to bring him glory.
You might not have the athleticism of
Russell Westbrook or Michael Phelps. You
might not have the rapping ability and lyricism of Kendrick Lamar or Taylor Swift’s
knack for making hit song after hit song.
And you probably don’t have the mind of da
Vinci, Tolkien or Twain.
But what you do have is a very particular set of skills. Skills you have acquired
over two decades of life on this planet. Skills
that were entrusted to you by the Creator.
So use them. Make him proud.
Jonathan Gallardo is a senior journalism
major and sports editor for Cedars. Unfortunately, he is in the middle of reading
Twilight.

Tell Jonathan what you would like him to write about. Send your questions, comments or concerns to jgallardo@cedarville.edu
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‘Cyrano De Bergerac’
photos by Naomi Harward

Above: David Widder-Varhegyi (right) plays the title character in Cedarville’s winter production of
“Cyrano De Bergerac.” Cyrano speaks for Baron Christian de Neuvillette (Drew Poplin, left) as he
speaks of his love for Roxane (Emma Kowatch) who stands on the balcony. “Cyrano” played in the
DeVries Theatre Feb. 4-14.
Top right: “Cyrano De Bergerac” is a play about romance, Frenchmen and an incredibly large
nose. Cyrano (David Widder-Varhegyi, center) is a French soldier who has wit but not the looks. His
insecurity about his large nose keeps him from professing his love for his secret love and cousin,
Roxane (Emma Kowatch).
Middle right: From left to right, the Comte de Guiche (Caleb Curby), Carbon de Castel-Jaloux
(Nathan Price), Christian (Drew Poplin) and Roxane (Emma Kowatch) gather before heading out to
a tragic battle in “Cyrano De Bergerac.”
Bottom right: Cyrano (David Widder-Varhegyi) and Roxane (Emma Kowatch) sit together as Roxane
discusses her love for another man – one who has Christian’s looks and Cyrano’s wit.

